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pacific  yearly  meeting 
of  friends 


PACIFIC  RIM  REPORTS 


CANADA 

For  some  time  it  has  been  my  intention  to  give 
you  a first-hand  report  of  the  work  I am  doing  in 
Canada. 

Over  a period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  a small 
segment  of  the  Doukhobors,  who  call  themselves 
the  Sons  of  Freedom,  has  resorted  to  violence  from 
time  to  time.  The  Doukhobors,  in  general,  are  a 
peace-loving,  religious  hard  working  people  who 
fled  from  persecution  in  Russia  50  years  ago  and 
have  made  a fine  contribution  to  the  Canadian  wel- 
fare. However,  the  Sons  of  Freedom  have  repeated- 
ly broken  out  in  violence  against  the  main  body  of 
Doukhobors  and  the  Canadian  institutions. 

The  Canadian  government  as  tried  to  repress  these 
wrongdoers  by  imprisonment,  fines  and  police 
methods,  only  to  find  that  their  numbers  increased 
and  the  intensity  of  their  religious  outbursts  grew. 
Last  winter  and  spring  their  violent  actions  came  to 
a climax  when  many  homes,  schools,  factories  and 
churches  were  burned  and  railroads  and  power  lines 
were  dynamited.  It  was  then  that  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  was  asked  by  the  govern- 
ment to  lend  a hand,  and  I went  up  to  be  of  what- 
ever service  I could. 

The  first  job  was  to  get  a thorough  understanding 
of  the  problem,  and  the  second  has  been  to  serve 
as  advisor  both  to  the  government  and  the  Doukho- 
bors. The  Sons  of  Freedom  were  prevailed  upon  to 
cease  their  violence — and  there  have  been  no  cases 
of  nudism  or  violence  since  June  first.  In  the  mean- 
time we  are  working  with  the  government  to  find 
a permanent  cure. 

It  is  evident  that  there  are  three  or  four  vital 
factors  in  the  case.  It  is  highly  important  that  good 
leadership  be  provided  for  these  illiterate  people. 
There  should  be  a revival  of  religious  and  moral 
ideals,  education  should  be  introduced  for  the  good 
of  the  children  and  we  must  find  a suitable  place 
for  these  people  to  live  where  they  can  earn  a living 
from  the  soil.  We  have  outlined  plans  to  meet 
these  basic  needs  and  are  hopeful  that  lasting  peace 
among  the  Doukhobors  will  result. 

In  the  course  of  my  work  I have  visited  the  Pro- 
vincial authorities  in  Victoria,  the  Dominion  offi- 
cials in  Ottawa,  and  scores  of  leading  Doukhobors 
in  the  Nelson  area.  A valuable  part  of  my  contribu- 
tion in  this  case  is  due  to  the  fact  that  I am  a neutral 
outsider  with  no  ties  to  either  the  government  or  the 
Doukhobors.  The  reputation  of  the  Quakers  for 
fair  dealing  is  highly  respected  by  all  parties.  All  of 
my  expenses  are  paid  by  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee.  This  organization  finds  urgent 


fields  of  service  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and 
our  Oregon  Region  has  been  able  to  assume  a large 
share  in  these  tasks. 

Emmett  W.  Gulley,  who  wrote  the  above,  is  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  Portland  Regional  Office  of  the  Amer- 
ican Friends  Service  Committee,  1108  S.E.  Grand  Ave., 
Portland  14,  Oregon. 

CHINA 

(In  this  letter  to  his  friends  in  England,  written  in 
September  from  the  West  China  Union  University,  Cheng- 
tu,  William  G.  Sewell  takes  up  the  story  begun  in  his 
letter  on  "Chengtu  under  Communism”,  which  was  pub- 
lished on  March  31,  in  the  London  Friend.) 

Three-quarters  of  a year  ago  Chengtu  was  lib- 
erated, and  became  part  of  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China.  There  are  radical  changes  in  our  political, 
social  and  economic  life,  but  although  these  have 
produced  difficulties  it  is  important  not  to  think 
too  much  of  them,  for  they  are  passing. 

Wealth  and  privilege  have  in  the  past  been  con- 
centrated in  the  hands  of  landlords,  who  have  been 
able  to  live  lives  of  culture  while  the  toilers  have 
had  no  opportunity  for  an  abundant  life.  The 
luxurious  living,  especially  of  a small  minority  of 
very  rich  families,  was  well  known.  All  this  is 
being  changed.  Excess  wealth  is  being  taken  from 
those  who  have  it,  though  in  the  process  individual 
tragedy  is  inevitable.  Most  foreign  residents  in 
China  are  perhaps  more  aware  of  this  than  of  the 
picture  as  a whole,  because  their  friends  are  largely 
drawn  from  the  more  wealthy,  better  educated 
families. 

The  main  instruments  for  the  redistribution  of 
wealth  are  taxation,  return  of  deposits  to  tenants 
and  land  reform.  A heavy  levy  is  made  on  the 
rich  and  those  who  own  land  or  property  by  strict 
taxation  and  the  purchase  of  Government  bonds, 
the  latter  being  enforced  by  local  popular  opinion 
or  action.  Having  passed  this  test,  the  landlord 
has  to  repay  to  his  tenants  the  deposits  which  he 
has  received  from  them  when  they  rented  the  land. 
The  sums  are  often  considerable,  and  many  land- 
lords can  meet  them  only  by  selling  the  property  on 
which  they  have  just  managed  to  pay  the  taxes. 

Finally  will  come  the  redistribution  of  the  land, 
and  its  division  among  those  who  actually  till  it. 
In  West  China  this  will  take  place  next  year  after 
the  rice  harvest.  When  completed,  little  will  re- 
main of  the  old  economic  structure  of  society. 
Scientific  farming,  coupled  with  the  growth  of  indus- 
trialism, are  basic  in  the  new  socialised  China,  while 
Government  and  co-operative  enterprises  will  largely 
replace  private  trade. 

It  is  difficult  for  a teacher  to  have  a balanced 
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picture  of  the  situation  in  its  entirety,  for  he  lives 
in  the  midst  of  enthusiastic  activity.  China  has  be- 
come more  than  ever  the  country  of  youth.  Apart 
from  their  studies,  the  students,  like  the  rest  of  us, 
are  occupied  in  every  spare  moment  with  hsioh-hsi. 
This  is  often  spoken  of  as  "indoctrination”,  but  it 
is  more  than  that.  It  involves  group  study  of  Marx- 
Leninism,  but  also  of  world  and  local  conditions. 
An  attempt  is  made  to  get  right  to  the  bottom  of 
every  problem,  and  also  to  prove  the  inner  life 
of  each  individual,  exposing  faults  with  a view  to 
correcting  them,  examining  motives,  sifting  every 
matter  so  that  each  sees  clearly  what  the  personal 
implications  are.  This  for  many  is  a religious  expe- 
rience, and  results  in  a feeling  of  solidarity  both 
within  the  group  and  with  similar  groups. 

During  the  long  summer  vacation  Middle  School 
students  gathered  on  our  campus  for  five  weeks  of 
conference,  while  University  students  met  at  the 
National  University.  There  were  about  7,000  stu- 
dents here;  and  we  feared  their  coming,  expecting 
disorder  and  damage.  Our  fears  were  needless. 
There  was  naturally  a little  confusion  on  the  first 
day,  but  there  was  good  behaviour,  pleasantness  and 
consideration  on  the  part  of  all  these  boys  and 
girls.  They  each  brought  an  enamel  cup  or  bowl 
and  a pair  of  chopsticks;  rice  and  vegetables  were 
boiled  at  several  centres  where  the  students  were 
served.  They  each  had  a quilt;  and  they  slept,  with- 
out fuss,  in  rows  on  the  floors  of  classrooms  and 
halls.  They  each  had  a wash  bowl  and  towel,  and 
washed  their  faces  and  clothes  round  the  wells  and 
irrigation  ditches.  Nearly  everyone  carried  a tiny 
stool  on  which  to  sit  during  meetings.  When  we 
think  of  the  trouble  in  arranging  even  a small  con- 
ference in  England  we  are  impressed  by  the  sim- 
plicity and  ease  with  which  these  many  thousands 
were  dealt  with. 

A large  matting  roof  was  supported  on  poles  to 
give  shade.  Under  this  the  students  gathered  to 
hear  lectures  by  experts,  who  often  talked  for  hours 
at  a time.  For  the  rest  of  the  day  the  students  met 
in  small  groups  for  discussion.  Great  care  was  taken 
in  the  leadership  of  the  conference;  and  to  supply 
adequate  information  a special  newspaper  was 
printed  daily  and  distributed  free.  There  was  built 
up  a sense  of  loyalty  in  the  small  groups  by  games, 
singing  and  dancing  as  well  as  study  and  mutual 
self-criticism.  As  the  conference  proceeded  the 
groups  united,  developing  the  sense  of  mass  solidar- 
ity. The  technique  was  excellent. 

The  conference  of  university  students  ended  with 
what  was  in  effect  a dedication  meeting,  at  which 
a large  number  joined  the  Youth  Movement.  This 
is  not  secret  but  open,  seeks  no  special  privileges  for 
its  members,  but  aims  at  helping  all  of  us  to  grow 
into  an  appreciation  of  the  New  Democracy.  I have 
found  in  the  Chemistry  Department  that  those  who 
are  members  are  to  be  relied  upon;  they  are  eager 
to  help  and  advise;  they  are  humble  and  willing  to 
learn,  ready  to  acknowledge  their  faults. 

I continue  to  be  impressed  by  the  democratic 
nature  of  our  meetings.  There  is  a desire  to  seek 
the  will  of  the  group  without  voting,  though 


naturally  the  Youth  members  are  active  in  leading 
the  discussion.  If  we  come  to  an  impasse,  then,  in- 
stead of  quiet  worship,  we  divide  up  into  small 
groups  for  discussion.  This  usually  proves  success- 
ful, but  it  is  understood  that,  after  a small  group  has 
arrived  at  a decision,  members  should  loyally  sup- 
port this  whatever  their  individual  views.  Apart 
from  the  more  fundamental  groups,  where  there  is 
place  for  individual  expression,  we  are  tending  to 
become  representatives  of  group  viewpoints.  "Una- 
nimity” on  many  matters  in  the  highest  meetings 
naturally  follows. 

China  has  no  time  for  holidays  this  year  as 
there  is  so  much  to  be  done.  One  wonders  how 
many  people  will  be  able  to  stand  the  pace.  We 
are  enthusiastic  but  already  tired  as  we  start  our 
new  academic  year.  It  is  full  of  possibilities  and 
there  are  larger  enrolments  than  ever  in  medicine 
and  science.  There  is  pressure  upon  us  to  speed 
up  the  training  of  these  men  and  women,  for  whom 
the  country  can  hardly  wait,  so  impatient  are  they 
to  build  up  new  and  vital  industries,  and  bring 
health  and  education  and  opportunity  to  the  broad 
masses. 

William  G.  Sewell 


COSTA  RICA 

An  attempt  was  made  in  Costa  Rica  recently  to  give  a 
2 1 -gun  salute  to  the  President,  Don  Otilio  Ulate.  The 
U.S. -trained  artillerymen  handling  the  antiquated  cannon 
could  coax  out  only  six  shots  for  the  occasion.  The 
budget  of  Costa  Rica  for  1950  provides  $i  million  for 
all  defence  and  police  expenditures,  $3,375,000  for  educa- 
tion and  $1,750,000  for  public  works.  (Peace  News. 
London,  12/24/50.) 


MORE  ABOUT  CHINA 

Barbara  Bowman,  a teacher  at  Chengtu,  writes  more 
recently:  "Today  (ist  October)  is  the  most  important 
day  in  the  calendar  of  New  China,  for  on  October  ist 
1949,  the  Chinese  People’s  Government  was  inaugurated 
in  Peking.  To  honour  this  Government  on  its  first  birth- 
day, Chengtu  has  dressed  herself  in  a glory  which  vies 
with  the  splendour  of  London  on  the  first  anniversary 
of  Victory  Day  . . . Thousands  of  farmers  have  been 
brought  in  to  see  the  sights  of  the  provincial  capital. 
Two  thousand  of  them  are  billeted  on  the  University, 
and  have  thereby  given  us  two  days  holiday  as  they  are 
sleeping  in  all  the  classrooms.  They  are  very  picturesque 
in  the  blue  cotton  gowns  and  white  towel  turbans. 

. . At  'West  China  Union  University  the  Sunday 
morning  service  w'as  held  at  8:30  a.m.  so  that  staff  and 
students  could  join  in  a communal  breakfast  at  10  a.m.  . . 
I did  not  go  with  them  as  I wanted  to  attend  the  Friends’ 
Meeting  at  Chin  Lung  Kai.  The  silence  of  the  Meeting  was 
broken  by  one  speaker  only.  No  one  else  dared  to  compete 
with  the  mingled  sound  of  drums,  cymbals,  shouts,  songs 
and  tramping  feet  which  blew  into  the  Meeting  House.  . . 
(Monday  morning).  After  dark  last  night  I made  such  an 
exciting  tour  of  the  city  that  I simply  must  add  a post- 
script to  this  letter.  The  brilliant  lights  of  the  main 
shopping  street  shone  brightly  on  gateways  bedecked  with 
leaves  and  flowers;  on  colored  silks,  flags  and  embroideries; 
and  on  popular  slogans  boldly  painted  in  red  or  gold 
characters.  Even  prettier,  however,  were  the  smaller 
streets,  lit  only  by  avenues  of  bright  red  lanterns  decorated 
with  the  yellow  stars  of  the  national  flag.  A moving 
luminous  red  cast  a fairy  spell  over  the  city  as  thousands 
of  people  marched  along  holding  up  star-shaped  red  paper 
lanterns.  The  police  tried  in  vain  to  control  the  various 
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processions  and  the  milling  bystanders,  but  though  there 
was  often  confusion  when  different  processing  groups  got 
on  to  the  wrong  side  of  the  road,  or  met  at  awkward 
corners,  it  was  only  part  of  the  fun  and  never  gave  way 
to  disorder.  Workmen  carried  hammers  and  sickles,  or 
vivid  cloth  dragons  which  they  whirled  with  fantastic 
speed  in  an  uncanny  almost  demoniac  dance  ...  A large 
paper  company  held  aloft  exquisitely  dressed  paper  dolls. 
Not  until  they  passed  us  did  we  realise  that  some  of 
them  were  real  children,  tied  to  long  poles ! . . .” 

From  the  China  Friends  Newsletter,  169/507  Yuan 

Ming  Yuan  Road,  Shanghai,  China 


INDIA 

Ellen  Watumull,  director  of  the  Watumull  Founda- 
tion, is  editor  of  a column  in  the  monthly  magazine  Neu' 
Outlook  (1159  W.  Olympic  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  15,  Calif.) 
which  is  entitled  "The  Weather  Vane”.  Her  column  for 
December  consists  in  part  of  the  following  letter  to  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Lischner  written  while  in  India  attending  the 
International  Conference  of  the  Institute  of  Pacific  Rela- 
tions; 

".  . . It  is  such  an  overwhelming  experience  to  be  in  India 
for  the  first  time.  It  has  left  me  with  no  time  in  which 
to  write  to  my  family  (or)  friends.  May  I ask  for  space 
to  invite  our  readers  to  simplify  their  own  holiday 
festivities  and  share  some  of  their  abundance  with  India 
which  is  starving  in  many  areas?  Food  packages  contain- 
ing rice,  sugar,  flour,  soap,  etc.,  may  be  sent  through 
CARE,  L.A.  branch,  to  the  Ramakrishna  Mission,  Belur 
Nath,  Calcutta,  or  to  Mrs.  Marie  Buck,  Simpson’s  Wel- 
fare Center,  202  Mount  Road,  Madras,  or  to  the  Indian 
Village  Service,  attention  Dr.  R.  Wizer,  Lucknow,  for 
good  distribution,  or  even  to  Dr.  K.  M.  Munshi,  Minister 
for  Food  and  Agriculture  in  New  Delhi. 

"Drought  in  Bihar,  floods  in  the  Punjab  and  Assam, 
the  terrific  earthquakes  in  Assam  and  other  unprecedented 
calamities  have  made  the  food  situation  here  very  acute. 
Rice,  sugar  and  wheat  are  rationed  in  very  inadequate 
amounts,  and  the  poor  people  cannot  afford  meat,  eggs, 
fruits  or  even  many  vegetables.  In  S.  India  I saw  the 
food  bins  in  which  the  villagers  store  their  harvests  and 
they  are  entirely  empty  because  the  monsoons  failed  for 
3 consecutive  years.  It  was  feared  they  would  fail  for 
the  4th  year  also,  but  a letter  just  received  from  a friend 
in  Madras  says  they  have  heard  the  heavenly  sound  of 
falling  rain  for  2 days,  so  the  rice  crop  there  will  be 
saved  this  year.  . 


YOUNG  FRIENDS  CONFERENCE 

Richard  P.  Eastman,  (R.R.  No.  2,  South  Charleston, 
Ohio)  able  and  active  chairman  of  the  Publicity  Com- 
mittee for  the  1951  American  Young  Friends  Conference 
to  be  held  at  Wilmington  College,  Wilmington,  Ohio 
August  27-September  I,  1951  writes  to  young  Friends  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting:  "Here  is  a further  report  of 
plans  . . . Quite  a few  of  you  have  replied  to  our  earlier 
letter,  suggesting  people  who  should  receive  these  letters. 
Also,  we’ve  been  brought  up  to  date  on  some  weddings 
and  changes  of  address ! 

".  . . 'Faith  at  Work’  is  to  be  the  theme  of  the  1951 
conference.  This  will  be  developed  daily  in  its  various 
aspects,  in  our  lives,  in  our  meetings,  in  our  communities, 
in  our  nation,  and  in  our  world.  Each  day  a speaker  will 
introduce  the  topic.  Then  the  conference  will  divide  into 
previously  selected  groups,  first  for  worship  and  later  for 
discussion.  (The  pattern  of  worship  will  be  determined 
by  each  group  for  itself.)  In  the  evening,  devotions  will 
be  followed  by  a panel  which  will  include  the  speaker. 
Recreation  will  be  the  order  of  the  afternoon  for  all  and 
of  the  evening’s  end  for  some. 

".  . . While  the  Planning  Committee  has  chosen 

speakers  and  resource  leaders,  these  will  not  be  announced 
until  their  acceptances  are  in  hand  . . . Each  time  we  meet 
we  ask  if  there  are  any  pictures  of  previous  conferences. 
If  you  have  some,  will  you  send  me  some  prints?  They’ll 
have  many  uses,  from  historical  research  to  publicity.” 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births: 

Steven  Carl,  10/19/50,  to  Betty  and  Jim  Winker, 
903  Liberty  St.,  Aurora,  Illinois. 

Sharen  Lynn,  12/5/50,  to  Betty  and  Bill  Post,  776 
Woodward  Boulevard,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Married: 

W.  Marita  Johnson  and  Arthur  D.  Harris, 
10/27/50,  925  - 30th  Avenue,  Seattle  22,  Wash. 
Doris  Goldsmith  and  Kenneth  McClain, 
12/21/50,  by  Allan  Hunter.  At  home:  449  W. 
Santa  Barbara,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Died: 

William  Kurtz  Pittis,  i 1/2 5/50,  at  his  home  in 
Tucson,  Arizona.  Survived  by  his  mother,  Emma 
Pittis,  of  Tucson,  and  a brother,  Robert  E.  Pittis, 
Long  Island,  N.Y. 

Ann  Walker,  12/25/50,  eleven  months  old  daughter 
of  Ruth  and  John  Walker,  Rte.  2,  Box  59,  Bloom- 
ington, Calif. 


MEET 

SEATTLE  MEETING 

At  Monthly  Meeting  Charles  Coe  reported  on  Quarter- 
ly Meeting  which  named  the  following  officers;  Clerk, 
Charles  Coe,  and  Treasurer,  Harold  Barton.  A committee 
consisting  of  Hertha  Atkinson,  Dorothy  Lash  and  Robert 
Dann  were  appointed  to  consider  the  choice  of  locations 
for  next  summer’s  Yearly  Meeting  . . . Education  notes: 
Elsa  Jahn  does  excellent  work  with  the  many  children 
each  Sunday  from  ii  to  12  while  needing  toys  and 
assistants.  Nona  Hales  and  Lois  Scholl  are  in  charge 
of  the  10  o’clock  Sunday  School.  Lessons  for  the  Christmas 
month  were  international  in  theme.  The  Adult  Educa- 
tion Committee  feels  the  need  of  a study  group  of  and 
for  Quakers.  Floyd  Schmoe  called  attention  to  the  Film 
Center  at  the  University  and  recommended  particularly 
the  film  "Chico”  of  Mexico.  In  giving  a final  report  of 
this  year’s  Hiroshima  project,  Floyd  indicated  that  plans 
are  going  forward  for  work  camps  at  both  Nagasaki  and 
Hiroshima  in  1951  and  possibly  Seoul  . . . The  Meet- 
ing's D.P.  family  is  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mort  and  i6-year-old 
daughter,  who  live  at  5402  Baker  St.,  Seattle  7.  They 
were  originally  from  Kiev,  Russia  and  were  released  to 
the  IJ.S.  from  the  Munich  D.P.  camp,  fl’liey  speak  Ger- 


I N G S 

man  and  little  English,  need  a folding  table,  a wardrobe 
cabinet  and  a cupboard  for  dishes.  And  Friendly  visits  . . . 
Evelyn  Herman  is  collecting  paper  to  sell  and  accepting 
donations  of  money  for  the  Receiving  Center  in  Shanghai. 
(University  Friends  Meeting  Bulletin,  3959  15th  Ave., 
Seattle  5,  Washington) 

^ * 

PALO  ALTO  MEETING 

New  members  in  the  Meeting  are  Joe  and  Adell  Lan- 
caster . . . Howard  Wolcott  has  accepted  the  position 
of  director  of  First  Day  school  until  June  . . . The 
Hallowe’en  collection  brought  a total  of  over  1,600 
pounds,  gathered  to  be  sent  to  the  Philippines;  two- 
thirds  of  this  was  in  children’s  books,  which  were 
especially  requested  by  the  Philippines’  Consul,  to  re- 
place losses  in  libraries  destroyed  in  the  war  . . . The 
Meeting  is  sharing  a visit  with  a Mexican  college  student, 
Norberto,  who  was  the  guest  of  Berkeley  Meeting 
(12/1-15)  of  Dr.  Spaeth,  Dean  of  Stanford’s  Law 
School,  (12/15-31),  and  to  be  in  the  Stanford  area  until 
the  15th  of  January.  Many  suggestions  of  holiday  trips 
and  visits  were  in  store  for  him.  The  visit  had  been 
planned  originally  by  Chuck  SCHWiESO  of  the  A.F.S.C. 
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and  Icxal  arrangements  made  through  Helena  Maxfield. 
There  is  also  a Mexican  girl  who  is  anxious  to  spend 
two  or  three  months  in  the  Bay  area  who  would  be  happy 
to  help  a family  for  her  board  and  room.  After  this 
visit  she  would  plan  to  go  East  to  visit  and/or  study  at 
Pendle  Hill.  For  further  information  write  Helena  Max- 
field  . . . The  Meeting’s  families  (members  and  attenders) 
sang  carols  on  Christmas  Eve  with  Frank  and  Josephine 
Duveneck  at  Hidden  Villa. 

^ »j>  j}? 

TUCSON  MEETING 

"Our  Meeting  has  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
recent  sudden  death  of  our  beloved  young  friend,  William 
K.  Pittis.  We  can  only  bow  in  humble  submission  before 
the  throne  of  Him  with  Whom  we  have  to  do,  acknowl- 
edging that  His  judgments  are  true  and  righteous  alto- 
gether. We  extend  our  tender  love  and  sympathy  to  the 
sorrowing  mother  and  commend  her  to  the  care  and  keep- 
ing power  of  the  Great  Comforter.” 

(Minute  read  at  Tucson  Monthly  Meeting  held  12/3/50 
by  Arthur  H.  Binns,  Clerk.) 

^ ❖ 

SAN  DIEGO 

Friends  meet  in  the  San  Diego  area  these  days  as  fol- 
lows: San  Diego,  every  Sunday  morning  at  9:00  in  the 
Fireside  Room  of  the  Y.W.C.A.  Olivia  Davis  (1058 
Cypress  Way,  San  Diego  3,  Calif.)  is  the  correspondent. 
In  La  Jolla  where  Joshua  L.  Bailey  now  lives,  (1225 
Prospect  St.,  La  Jolla)  meeting  for  worship  is  held  in 
his  home  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays  of  the  month 
at  2:30  p.m. 

* * * 

NOTICE 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Friends  Fellow- 
ship Council  and  the  Friends  World  Committee  (Amer- 
ican Section)  will  be  held  at  the  Homewood  and  Stony 
Run  Meetings  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  this  January  19-21, 
1951.  The  closing  address,  "The  Promise  of  Deliverance” 
will  be  given  by  Dan  Wilson,  who  is  now  administrative 
secretary  of  Pendle  Hill.  The  conference  closes  by 
attenders  visiting  the  seven  nearby  Friends  Meetings. 

* * * 

FIRST  FRIENDS  CHURCH,  PASADENA 

The  attractive  new  First  Friends  church  built  at  the 
corner  of  East  Orange  Grove  Avenue  and  Foothill 
Boulevard  in  Pasadena,  California  was  dedicated  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  December  12,  1950.  Myrtle  Mar- 
shall read  a brief  history  of  the  Meeting  and  its  co- 
operative work  in  building  the  church.  Elmer  Brown, 
pastor,  Laverne  Hadley  and  Ernest  Lamb  were  among 
those  participating  in  the  program. 


TAX  PETITION 

On  Saturday,  December  9,  in  Whittier,  Calif.,  there  was 
combined  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  southern  Cali- 
fornia office  of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  a program 
sponsored  by  the  Peace  Board  of  California  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. One  of  the  results  of  the  day  is  the  following  peti- 
tion: 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 

"We  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  believe: 

THAT  present  tensions  between  the  free  enterprise  and 
communist  group  of  nations  are  the  result  of  reliance  upon 
military  force  as  an  instrument  of  political  determination; 

THAT  the  threat  or  use  of  such  force  can  never  result  in 
a just  or  mutually  satisfactory  resolution  of  these  tensions; 
THAT  the  labor  and  material  expended  in  building  up 
military  might  would  have  and  still  might  lead  to  a 
peaceful  and  mutually  satisfactory  solution  if  used  in- 


stead indiscriminately  to  rebuild  the  homes  and  industries 
destroyed  in  the  last  war. 

"We  further  believe: 

THAT  the  military  way  violates  the  commandment  "Thou 
shalt  not  kill  and  the  Golden  Rule  by  which  a Christian 
must  live. 

THAT  to  supply  the  means  to  induce  or  compel  another 
to  do  that  which  we  cannot  do  is  equally  a violation  of 
those  Commandments. 

THEREFORE  relying  upon  our  Constitutional  Bill  of 
Rights  which  our  nation  is  this  week  honoring,  and  the 
Right  of  Petition  thereby  guaranteed,  we  humbly  pray  your 
august  body  that  you  pass  legislation  exempting  all  of 
like  religious  belief  from  income  tax  to  be  used  in  sup- 
port of  military  establishment  and  substitute  the  use  of 
that  portion  of  our  tax  which  is  to  our  total  tax  as  the 
amount  used  for  military  is  to  the  national  total,  to  that 
committee  of  the  United  Nations  seeking  a peaceful  abate- 
ment of  these  tensions,  thus  giving  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  the  opportunity  of  paying  taxes  for  the 
support  of  war  or  peace  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience.” 


FRIENDS  IN  AUSTRALIA 

Margaret  L.  Benson,  a former  editor  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Friend  (whose  business  representative  in  the  U.S. 
is  Robert  Simkin,  1032  W.  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles  7, 
Calif.)  has  recently  moved  to  New  Zealand  where  she  may 
be  addressed:  c/o  Commercial  Bank  of  Australia,  Ltd., 
Dowling  St.,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand.  Her  remarks,  con- 
cerning an  Australian  Yearly  Meeting  and  addressed  to 
Australian  Friends,  will  be  helpful  to  all  Friends  Meet- 
ings. 

"If  Australian  Friends  decide  on  becoming  a Yearly 
Meeting  there  will  be  much  more  to  consider  than  just 
carrying  on  as  we  do  now  but  with  no  'superior  meet- 
ing.’ Nor  would  it  be  right  for  a few  only — say,  the 
Standing  Committee — to  draw  up  statements  of  belief 
and  of  regulations  or  to  vary  existing  ones.  This  is  a 
matter  which  concerns  each  member. 

"It  is  important  that  we  agree  on  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing to  be  a seperate  section  of  the  Christian  Church. 
This  means  that  we  must  not  only  understand  those  out- 
looks and  beliefs  which  originally  brought  the  Society 
into  being,  but  must  feel  it  right  so  to  continue  because 
that  form  of  worship  and  living  gives  us  spiritual  help 
and  a clearer  spiritual  vision  with  an  idea  of  how  to  put 
it  into  practice.  So  one  will  follow  the  ancient  testimonies 
of  the  Society  (on  sacraments,  on  peace  and  war,  on 
oaths,  on  gambling,  etc.)  and  try  to  live  out  the  Advices 
and  Queries  not  as  if  one  were  ordered  to  do  so  nor  out 
of  loyalty,  while  feeling  that  one  does  not  agree  or  that 
some  are  now  unnecessary,  but  because  one  feels  their 
truth  and  'can  do  no  other’.  It  is  only  so  that  they  have 
any  value  for  us  and  with  Bible  study  and  worship  enable 
further  insight  to  be  gained.  . . 

"What  is  our  Society  to  be  primarily?  A religious 
body  or  a philanthropic  one — a group  with  a sense  of 
unity  and  life  or  a group  so  loosely  bound  that  there  is 
little  contact  between  the  various  units?  Of  course,  belief 
and  practice  cannot  and  must  not  be  separated  in  daily 
living,  but  the  primary  object  of  the  group  must  have 
the  most  attention  paid  to  it.  If  we  wish  to  continue 
as  a united  religious  body,  it  would  be  well  to  study 
again  the  many  little  ways  of  "tending  the  flock” — of 
keeping  members  in  touch  with  one  another — of  keeping 
our  primary  purpose  in  mind — which  is  inherent  in  the 
various  suggestions  contained  in  the  book  on  Church 
Government  (Part  III).  Rules  and  regulations  are  not 
usually  very  interesting  reading  but  if  this  book  is 
studied  with  the  idea  of  "shepherding”  in  mind,  it  be- 
comes another  thing.” 
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YELLOW  SPRINGS  MONTHLY  MEETING 

It  is  the  sense  of  the  Meeting  that  children  born 
to  members  and  young  children  whose  parents  join 
the  Meeting  are  to  be  recorded  as  members  of  the 
Meeting,  if  the  parents  consent.  We  hope  that  in 
this  way  our  children  will  be  able  to  sense  our  feel- 
ing that  they  are  an  integral  part  of  our  Meeting, 
that  we  need  them  and  that  the  Meeting  assumes 
responsibility  in  their  religious  care  and  nurture. 

In  following  the  practice  of  extending  member- 
ship to  children  whose  parents  are  members,  we 
want  to  reaffirm  our  conviction  that  membership  in 
the  Society  of  Friends  should  not  rest  upon  a formal 
relationship  alone  but,  to  be  truly  fulfilled,  should 
proceed  from  convincement  and  should  involve  a 
commitment  to  try  to  follow  a way  of  life.  Through 
the  religious  education  of  our  children  in  Meeting 
activities  and  in  our  families  we  are  attempting  to 
further  their  understanding  of  the  significance  of 
membership.  We  feel  that  the  Meeting  should  help 
young  Friends  to  know  other  religious  groups  and 
traditions  and  to  affiliate  elsewhere  if  they  should 
so  choose,  while  we  gladly  recognize  their  freedom 
of  choice  and  maintain  an  attitude  of  sympathy  and 
support  during  periods  of  religious  search  or  lack 
of  interest. 

The  Meeting  should  be  alert  for  indications  that 
young  Friends  are  ready  to  assume  more  responsi- 
bility in  the  affairs  of  the  Meeting  and  should  pro- 
vide opportunities  for  participation  appropriate  to 
their  growing  maturity. 

Elinor  Preis  of  the  Yellow  Springs  Monthly  Meeting 
(119  West  Center  College  Street,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio) 
sent  the  above  minute  knowing  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing’s concern  with  this  membership  problem. 


COLLEGE  PARK  MINUTE 

While  the  month  of  November  saw  no  written  re- 
sponse to  the  College  Park  Minute  on  Conscription 
printed  in  the  Friends  Bulletin,  October,  1950  there 
have  since  come  in  letters  of  comment.  Ruth  Miller 
Thompson  (1151  Paseo  del  Mar,  San  Pedro,  Calif.) 
wrote,  "The  October  number  of  the  F.B.  carried  an 
article  by  the  College  Park  Monthly  Meeting  'Views  on 
Registration  for  Military  Draft’,  which  was  especially 
helpful  to  me  because  it  was  clear  and  systematic  in 
presentation.” 

From  Elsi’e  R.  Renne  (114  Cornell  Rd.,  Menlo  Park, 
Calif.)  this  comment:  "Without  wishing  to  enter  into 
the  controversy  as  to  whether  or  not  a young  man  should 
register,  I should  like  to  make  a comment  on  Section  II 
of  that  article,  which  states:  'Unless  the  Conscientious 
Objector  registers  and  declares  his  conviction,  the  Govern- 
ment is  completely  in  the  dark  as  to  whether  the  non- 
registrant is  or  is  not  a Conscientious  Objector.’ 

"Young  men  whom  I have  known,  and  about  whom  I 
have  read,  have  made  a special  point  of  notifying  the 
government  by  letter  or  other  documents  clearly  stating 
their  position.  Unfortunately  I was  not  present  at  the 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  did  not  hear  the  discussion. 
However,  upon  reading  the  'Minute’  that  'refusal  to  register 
is  in  accordance  with  Friends  religious  conviction’  my 
understanding  was  that  this  was  not  necessarily  an  'argu- 
ment for  refusing  to  register’,  as  the  College  Park  state- 
ment maintains,  but  merely  a statement  of  an  acceptable 
pacifist  position  which  might  be  taken  by  young  Friends.” 

"I  am  also  taking  this  opportunity,”  writes  Cordelia 
Ballard  3306  Barhite  St.,  Pasadena  8,  Calif.)  "to  tell 


you  that  I am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  College  Park 
Monthly  Meeting  in  the  matter  of  refusing  registration. 
It  seems  a great  pity  to  me  when  we  are  admittedly 
sorely  beset  with  questions  difficult  of  decision  that  young 
men  should  refuse  to  obey  the  request  that  they  perform 
the  simple  act  of  registering  their  names,  when  the 
registration  does  not  in  any  way  obligate  them  to  any 
course  of  action.” 

Active  throughout  the  sessions  of  Yearly  Meeting  was 
Lois  Barton  (Rte.  2,  Box  326,  Eugene,  Oregon)  and 
her  comment  follows:  "Ever  since  reading  the  College 
Park  Meeting’s  views  on  registration  for  military  draft 
in  the  Bulletin  I have  felt  a strong  concern  to  discuss  the 
Yearly  Meeting  position  a little  more  fully.  By  so  doing 
I will  take  issue  with  the  views  of  College  Park  Meet- 
ing, but  I believe  we  need  to  give  much  thought  to  our 
position,  since  it  involves  so  much  of  our  way  of  life. 

"It  is  certainly  true  that  many,  perhaps  most  of  us,  have 
not  had  the  discipline  which  would  enable  us  to  crea- 
tively function  in  the  civil  disobedience  pattern.  But  I 
would  like  to  emphasize  the  need  for  growth  in  that 
direction  rather  than  a rationalization  of  the  lesser  course 
involving  registration  and  acceptance  of  the  present  pat- 
tern. 

"I  do  not  agree  that  registering  is  a mere  precedural 
point.  If  we  believe  that  war  is  wrong,  then  we  must  be- 
lieve that  it  is  wrong  for  every  child  of  God.  The  fact 
that  some  have  not  reached  this  point  of  understanding 
does  not  alter  our  thesis.  If  war  is  wrong,  then  any 
government  which  participates  in  war  is  wrong.  By 
registering  we  concede  the  right  of  the  government  to 
make  war,  and  to  force  its  subjects  to  participate.  It 
is  less  right,  in  my  opinion,  to  grant  the  government 
this  right  and  then  demand  special  exemption  for  our- 
selves than  it  is  to  refuse  to  register,  even  though  that 
may  jeopardize  so  many  things.  There  is  little  hope  for 
more  enlightened  government  if  our  witness  merely  per- 
petuates tbe  status  quo. 

"As  for  non-registration  being  unfair  to  the  Society  of 
Friends — what  would  George  Fox  say  to  that!  This  state- 
ment suggests  that  the  day  of  witnessing  is  past.  It  is 
well  enough  to  be  thought  of  as  respectable,  law-abiding 
citizens — a thing  which  means  more  to  all  of  us  than 
it  should.  But  I wonder  whether  our  neighbors’  genuine 
respect  for  us  would  not  be  just  as  great  in  the  face  of 
a sincere  witness,  and  I am  convinced  that  the  Society 
of  Friends  would  be  more  vitally  alive,  would  perform 
a greater  service  for  mankind  and  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
if  our  concern  were  primarily  to  uphold  the  truth  as  we 
see  it,  even  when  this  involves  civil  disobedience  and 
contradiction  of  man-made  laws.  Obviously  however,  such 
a witness  as  non-registration  must  be  but  a part  of  a way 
of  life  which  demonstrates  beyond  a shadow  of  a doubt 
the  true  Source  of  our  authority. 

"The  Yearly  Meeting  statement  has  been  a source  of 
comfort  and  strength  to  me,  and  I would  like  to  see  it 
given  wider  circulation  up  and  down  the  coast.  The 
world  sorely  needs  a dear  witness  to  a better  way  than 
wholesale  slaughter.  ” 


Start  the  new  year  right  with  the 
FRIENDS  BULLETIN 
714  West  California 
Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

"at  least  a dollar” 
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MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

On  November  14,  Edith  Sharpless  passed  through 
Portland,  Oregon  on  her  way  back  to  Japan  as  an  A.F.S.C. 
worker  jointly  with  the  Friends  Mission  Board.  She  has 
had  over  30  years  of  service  in  Japan  before  being  evacu- 
ated in  1943  to  the  U.S.  (From  Portland  Regional 
Office’s  A.F.S.C.  Newsletter) 

V ¥ 

A chain  letter  for  "peace  on  earth”  was  started  by  a 
new  group  Good  Will  on  Earth  (P.O.  Box  3053  Terminal 
Annex,  Los  Angeles  54,  Calif.)  on  December  8,  1950 
directing  it  to  friends  and  acquaintances.  President  Tru- 
man and  the  President  of  the  U.N.,  and  to  at  least  ten 
other  persons.  Signers  of  the  call  are  Paul  Johnson, 
mathematician,  D.  Michael  Morandini,  Educator-Engi- 
neer, Robert  W.  Pettengill,  economist,  Donald  A. 
Piatt,  Philosopher,  and  Robert  S.  Vogel,  Member  of 
Society  of  Friends. 

* * * 

Grace  Lowry,  able  and  likeable  director  of  the  Inter- 
national Student  House  (1825  R Street  N.W.,  Washing- 
ton 9,  D.C.),  has  been  replaced  by  Hugh  and  Juanita 
Jenkins  with  their  2I/2  year  old  Michael.  Hugh  has 
just  come  from  an  administrative  job  in  the  Philadelphia 
AFSC  office  with  Foreign  Service  and  both  have  had 
work  with  Friends  in  Europe  . . . The  I.S.H.  Newsletter 


reports  the  following  interesting  newsnote:  "Mr.  Kenneth 
Holland,  new  president  of  the  Institute  of  International 
Education  has  hailed  the  tremendous  growth  of  educa- 
tional exchanges  as  a direct  means  towards  the  achieve- 
ment of  understanding  among  nations.  He  reported  that 
this  year  over  3,000  persons  from  the  United  States  and 
more  than  sixty  foreign  countries  are  studying  under  the 
many  programs  of  the  Institute  and  that  the  total  value 
of  these  scholarships  now  exceeds  $6,000,000.” 

V ^ 

Many  have  been  dismayed  at  the  banning  of  Alternative 
by  postal  officials  through  printing  material  "interfering 
with  recruiting  and  impairment  of  morale  in  the  armed 
forces  in  time  of  war.”  Both  the  September-October  issue 
and  the  November  issue  were  banned.  Reports  Peace- 
maker, self-styled  younger  brother  pacifist  monthly,  "Bun- 
dles of  the  suppressed  issues  of  Alternative,  all  boldly 
stamped  'Banned  from  Mails !’  were  dispatched  to  New 
York  newstands  where  they  have  been  enjoying  an  un- 
precedented market  at  a dime  a copy.” 

^ ^ ^ 

West  coast  attendees  at  the  national  conference  of 
Peacemakers  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  29-31,  1950 
were  Jim  George  and  Ross  Anderson. 

^ 

Write  Bill  and  Ada  Wardlaw  (Hidden  Villa  Ranch, 
Los  Altos,  Calif.)  "Along  about  the  first  of  October  we 
finally  decided,  after  much  inner  questioning,  to  separate 
Bill  from  the  newspaper  trade  (war  work,  it  seemed  to  have 
become  beyond  question)  and  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  Frank  and  Josephine  Duveneck  to  take  over  the  job 
of  hostel  parents  at  Hidden  Villa  . . . expect  to  take  up 
our  parentage  duties  about  the  first  of  the  New  Year.” 

^ ^ 

On  December  5,  1950  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  refused  to  review  the  cases  of  Robert  Richter, 
student  at  Reed  College  in  Portland,  Oregon  and  Robert 
Cannon,  pre-ministerial  student  at  L.A.  State  College  and 
of  F.O.R.  (213  S.  Broadway,  Room  115,  Los  Angeles  12, 
Calif.)  where  he  edits  the  lively  Youth  Section’s  FOR- 
CAST.  Technically  the  Court  refused  to  grant  them  a 
"writ  of  certiorari”  and  immediately  thereafter  both  be- 
came liable  to  their  sentences  of  3 years  each.  At  the 
time  of  printing  the  Bulletin  Richter  had  received  per- 
mission to  complete  his  semester’s  work  at  Reed  and  Can- 
non expected  the  same  recognition  in  Los  Angeles  al- 
though efforts  were  being  made  in  his  behalf  for  proba- 
tion, reduction  of  sentence  and  reclassification. 
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